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Both my dad and my husband worked for large telecommunication companies 

and I have spent days working in the public right of way as a water system 

operator.  Maybe it’s passed along in my genes, but I have a deep understanding 

of how important it is to allow utilities to build and maintain access to their 

infrastructure throughout a community. For those of you who lost your power last 

week, I bet you can relate. Keep in mind that it is in Middlebury’s best interest to 

support this way of thinking since much of its infrastructure is located in the same 

public right of way and occasionally requires use of private land.  

There were several important aspects I considered with the VT Gas easements.  

 

1. If the request had been for installing a transmission line, I would have 

considered a fee since VT Gas has a history of paying for transmission line 

easements to other towns. This makes sense because a transmission line 

has a much larger impact than a distribution line. But these requests were 

for distribution lines only. 

 

2. If the request had been to cross land that was untouched by any other 

utilities I would have considered a fee for creating a new impact. But this 

request was to follow the same narrow line already granted to several 

other utilities on the selected properties. Those utilities asked for and 

received their easements from the town for FREE in previous years so it is 

fair to do the same for VT Gas. 

 

3. I am no fan of VT Gas and I voted against supporting their expansion to 

Middlebury. But it is wrong to use my power as a Selectboard member to 

penalize anyone or in this case, a company because of my personal feelings. 

That is a path I do not care to go down. 


